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Lights, Camera, FILM Literacy!  

GLOSSARY 

(Includes vocabulary from LCL!) 

 

Act I: The first section of a story that tells the world of the story, the 

inciting incident, and the main character’s initial hesitation. 

 

Act II: The middle section of a story that includes obstacles the main 

character must overcome to reach the main goal. 

 

Act III: The end section of a story that includes the final climax, 

acknowledgement of the main character’s arc, and final resolution. 

 

Adapt:  Adjust or modify 

 

Adaptation:  Material modified into another form 

 

Audio: The sound portion of a film. 
 

B-Roll:  Documentary film footage shown with voice-over description 

 

Befall: To happen, occur 

 

Bookends: Beginning and ending of a film that are not part of the main story 

 

Brainstorming: A method of shared problem solving in which all group 

members spontaneously contribute ideas 

 

Camera angle: The position of a camcorder in relation to the filmed 

object(s)/subject(s). 

 

Camera Obscura: a dark box with a single small hole through which images 

of exterior remote objects appear upside down on an interior surface; works 

similar to the human eye 

 

Camera placement: The location of a camcorder for filming purposes 

 

Camera shot:  Individual part of recorded video that starts when the 

camcorder begins recording and ends when the camcorder stops recording.    
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Camcorder: A video camera that records and plays back scenes captured on 

a video tape. 

 

Casting: The process of deciding who will play which role in a film.  

 

Ceases:  Stops 

 

CG Animation:  Computer-generated animation that can fill in (tween) 

between key frames 

 

Character arc: The internal journey of a character that reflects a change 

in their views of the world and takes place during the course of a film.   

 

Character trait: A distinguishing feature or attribute of a person.  

 

Chemistry: The science of properties’ substances and compositions 

 

Cinematic: Elements unique to a movie (camera angles, frame composition, 

lighting, music, "time jumping" via montage, visual flashback)  

 

Classic: Of lasting quality 

 

Close-up: a camera shot that show’s just a person’s head and neck 

 

Collaboration:  Working together toward a common goal.  

 

Composition: Arrangement of elements within the frame that can be seen 

through the camera lens. 

 

Context: The part of a text that surrounds a particular word or passage  

and determines its meaning. 

 

Conviction:  Strong believe in what you are doing or saying 

 

Credibility: Believable by others 
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Credits: The list of technical personnel, cast, and crew involved in the 

making of a film. 

 

Crusades: Religious wars 

 

Deconstruction: Interpret by breaking down into parts 

 

Delirium:  A state of hallucination 

 

Dilemma:  Difficult situation in which usually a choice must be made 

 

Dismissed:  Unneeded and released of duties 

 

Distress:  Trouble 

 

Diction: Degree of clarity and distinctness of pronunciation in speech 

 

Dramatic: Elements in a play or a movie (acting, sets, costumes). 

 

Documentary: A non-fiction film with real people and events. 

 

Dress rehearsal: A full, final practice of a performance 

 

Drop zone: An iDVD term that refers to the area where clips can be 

dragged to create a menu. 

 

DV-tape: Stands for digital video tape which is used in a camcorder to 

capture moving images and sound. 

 

Editing: The process of selecting, assembling, trimming, and arranging 

footage into a film sequence. 

 

Elapsed time:  When time has passed during the course of a story. 
 

Emphasis: Special stress of particular words or syllables when speaking 

 

Escapade:  A reckless prank 
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Establishing shot: A distance shot of a location that appears before the 

audience is brought into that location with the characters 

 

Exterior:  Outside 

 

Extreme close-up: A framing in which the object fills most of the screen. 

 

Firewire cable: The cable that transfers digital information from a 

camcorder to a computer. 

 

Flashback: Scenes that show back story 

 

Flipbook: pages with sequential drawings that create the illusion of 

movement when flipped through quickly. 

 

Focus:  The sharpness of what is captured on film 

 

Format:  The organization and physical appearance of written information 

 

Frame: The outside perimeter of a camera shot 

 

Framing: Setting up a camera so that what should be captured on film is 

seen within the frame  

 

Frenzied:  Frantic 

 

Genre: A category of story with particular characteristics 

 

Gingham:  Plain cotton fabric, usually with a checked pattern 

 

Grim: Stern, harsh 

 

Homestead: Home 

 

Hook:  Same as “Reversal”… a surprise twist at the end of a scene 

 

iDVD: A software program that facilitates the creation of DVDs. 
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iMac laptop:  A computer that stores information and can be used as a tool 

for editing and enhancement of digital video. 

 

iMovie: A software program created for digital editing. 

 

Import: The act of digitizing the video clips into the computer for editing. 

 

Inciting incident: An action or situation that presents the main outer 

conflict for a story’s hero, takes the hero out of his/her normal life, and 

puts the story into motion 

 

Indies:  Movies made without financial assistance from a major studio 

 

Infidels: Those who reject an established doctrine 

 

Irony: A situation that is opposite to that which is expected 

 

Interior: Inside 

 

Interpretation: To show one's ideas about an author’s writing in another 

medium. 

 

Intertitle:  Words that are shown as part of a movie, usually in a silent film, 

to further the plot 

 

Kinetoscope: A large metal casing housing a loop of movie film which rotates 

and gives the illusion of movement when viewed through its pair of lenses. 

 

LCD projector: A piece of equipment used to project the image from a 

computer to a screen. 

 

Literary: Elements in a book, play, or movie (story, dialogue, character 

traits, motivation, character arc) 

 

Literary conflict: This defines the types of problems that occur in the 

analysis of stories, such as character vs self, character vs. character, 

character vs. nature, and character vs. society. 
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Location: The places (interior or exterior) used for filming scenes in a movie. 

 

Logline: A short summary of a film. 

 

Long shot:  A shot that shows a character’s entire body in the frame 

 

Looping:  Rerecording dialogue to fit visual footage 

 

Main idea:  The purpose of a scene…why the author included it in the story 

(to move plot or to reveal something about the character) 

 

Medium shot: A shot that shows a character from the waist up 

 

Mentor: A wise teacher 
 

Menu: The organizational page of a DVD. 

 

Metaphor: A comparison that requires an inference as to how the two items 

might be similar  

                (adjective form: METAPHORICAL) 

 

Milestone: A significant stage in one’s life 

 

Monopoly: Total control of an industry 

 

Montage: A filming technique, editing style, or form of movie collage 

consisting of a series of successive short shots or images (often 

disconnected in time or place) that are rapidly shown in a sequence to 

suggest meaning or a larger idea. 

 

Mood: An emotional state  

 

Motivation: The intentions, desires, goals, and needs that determine a 

person's behavior. 
 

Movietone: A method of recording sound for motion pictures on the same 

strip of film used to record the pictures. 

  

Musical Score:  Music that accompanies a motion picture 
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Mutoscope: A large metal casing housing a wheel of sequential pictures and 

rotated by a handle gives the illusion of movement when viewed through its 

pair of lenses. 
 

Narrative film: A movie that tells a story. 

 

Navigate:  To find one’s way. 

 

Normans: Viking descendents in Northern France who invaded England 

 

Novelization: A novel written to reflect the story of an already-created film. 

 

Oath: A formal promise 

 

Obstacles: Barriers that must be overcome in order to reach a goal 

 

Oppression: Power over others that is cruel and unjust 

 

Optics: The science of light and vision 

 

Organ Grinder: A person who plays a barrel organ by turning a handle  

 

Pacing: The tempo of a communication 

 

Panning shot: Moving the camera horizontally as the scene is being shot 

 

Parallel scenes: Two similar scenes differing in a distinct way in order to 

show a change of situation or character 

 

Parody: A humorous adaptation of a serious work 

 

Persona:  Personality of a character 

 

Persistence of Vision: the eye retaining the last image seen  

 

Phenakistoscope: A revolving slotted disk by which looking through the slots 

at still figures drawn in sequence, gives the illusion of motion  
 



 

MCPS  2011 

 

Photography: the process of producing images of objects on a remote 

surface by a chemical interaction with light  

 

Point of View (POV) shot: Filming as if through the eyes of a character 

 

Poise: Self-confident posture 

 

Praxinoscope: A revolving disk by which looking through mirrors at still 

figures drawn in sequence, gives the illusion of motion 

 

Prefix: Syllable(s) that precede a root word to form a new, longer word 

 

Post-production: The final stage in a film's production after principal 

photography; involves editing, the addition of sound/visual effects, musical 

scoring, mixing, looping. 

 

Pre-production: The planning stage in a film's production involving script 

development and revising, storyboarding, scheduling, set design and 

construction, casting, budgeting and financial planning, and 

scouting/selection of locations. 

 

Production: The general process of putting a film together, including pre-

production, in production, and post-production.  “In production” means the 

crew is on set and shooting the footage.  

 

Projection (1): Transmitting an image from its source of origin to another 

surface 

Projection (2): Using the force of air to send one’s voice to a listening 

audience 
 

PSA: Public Service Announcement: Non-commercial advertisement for the 

public good  

 

Purpose of scene:  The main idea…Why the scene was included. 
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Q & A: A question and answer period that follows the presentation of 

information and encourages involvement from an audience 

 

Regency: Ruling power in the absence of a king 

 

Reversal: A scriptwriting technique in which there is a surprise element at 

the end of a scene. 

 

Roles:  Jobs with specific responsibilities. 

 

Rough cut: The initial draft of a movie, which might include scenes already 

placed in order, but not yet the music, titles, or transitions. 

 

Sacrilege:  Violation of something sacred 

 

Saxons: A West Germanic group that invaded Britain in the fifth and sixth 

centuries. 

 

Script: The written text of a film used as the foundation for the 

production. 

 

Seize: Take suddenly 

 

Sequel: Movie that continues another film and has its own complete plot 

 

Sequence: A scene, or connected series of related scenes edited together 

to create a single, unified event. 

   

Sepia: Brown pigment used as a black and white photograph special effect  

 

Set: The location where the scene is taking place in a film. 

 

Shot: The basic building block or unit of film; refers to a single, constant 

recording made by a motion picture camera. 
 

Shot list: An organized list of filming locations and camera set-ups in order 

to maximize efficiency  
 

Silence: The condition of being without speech or noise.  
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Skimming: Reading quickly in a scanning manner for just the key points 

 

Slugline: The scene heading in a script. 

 

Sound effects: Imitative sounds that are produced artificially for 

theatrical purposes in films, plays or radio programs. 

 

Sound level: The loudness of different audio elements including music, 

dialogue, and sounds effects. 

 

Soundtrack: A collection of songs heard during the movie, and often sold as 

an album. 

 

Source material: Published material from which a film adaptation is made 

 

Splice:  To connect two pieces of movie film. 

 

Storyboard: Planning sheet that includes pictures and sometimes short 

amounts of text to show the action and framing of each shot. 

 

Special effects: Artificial visual or mechanical effects added to a movie, 

usually in post-production. 

 

Stronghold: Fortress 

 

Subtext: Any meaning which is implied rather than explicitly stated in the 

text of the script. 

 

Summary: A short statement that includes the main points.  (see Logline) 

 

Symbol: A literal one-to-one comparison of an icon or object to another item 

or concept  

 

Synchronize: Matching sound and action in a film 

 

Talkies:  Motion pictures with synchronized sound 
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Technicolor:  A trademarked system of layering the three primary colors to 

produce a color film. 

 

Tempo:  Musical pacing 

 

“The Magic Three”: The use of three objects, conflicts, or characters in a 

fictional story 

 

Thaumatrope: a card with a picture on each side and when its attached 

strings are twirled and then unfurled, gives the illusion of the pictures 

combining   (ex.  A bird and a bird cage = the bird IN the birdcage) 

 

Theme: The answer to a story’s premise question; a point being proven by a 

story’s outcome  

 

Three-act structure: A fictional story’s organization via Act I, Act II, and 

Act III. 

 

Threshold: The starting point for a new experience 
 

Tilt: Type of camera shot where the camera view moves up or down.  

 

Time jump:  A sudden leap from the normal sequential pacing of shots to 

show that the story has gone quite a bit forward or backward in time. 

 

Timeline: The portion of the editing software screen where clips of a film 

are assembled. 

 

Trade Newspapers: Newspapers that are devoted to a specific business.  

Variety and The Hollywood Reporter are two trade newspapers for the 

motion picture industry. 

 

Transition: How one shot changes into the next shot.   

 

Treacherous: deceptive and dangerous  

 

Trim: Eliminating unnecessary video footage from clips in the timeline.  
 

Tweening: Automatically filling in movement between key frames  
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Tyrant: Absolute ruler 

 

Vanity: Produced as a showcase for one’s own talents 

 

Vikings: Norse explorers who raided and colonized areas of Europe  

 

Visual: Having to do with the sense of sight 
 

Vitaphone: A 16-inch phonograph recording that would be played while a film 

was being projected  

 

Voiceover: Recorded dialogue that is not spoken in the action viewed on 

screen, but rather told by a character or narrator as a reflection of the 

scene.   

 

Whirlpool:  A downward spiraling 

 

Wide angle shot: a shot that includes a wide horizontal range while 

exaggerating depth  

 

Zoetrope: A spinning cylinder with sequential pictures resting on the inside, 

gives the illusion of movement when viewed through its slits. 

 

Zoom:  Move in closer to an object during filming 

 

Zoopraxiscope:  An early projector that gave the illusion of movement from 

sequential images on a spinning circular glass plate, passing through a slotted 

shutter, via a light source.  

 


